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deration of his- Majeſty's Meſſage, relative 
fo an Union between Great Britain and 
" Ireland. | F 


Mr Lok ps, . e 


Ir is already determined that the two kings 


- doms ſhall be united into one 3 that the two 
. crowns ſhall continue united; and that the 
united kingdom ſhall be repreſented in one and 
the ſame 0 75 EE > 0g 
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| Kingdom of Great Britam fhall continue to be 
| repreſeitedas 3 i is at preſent, aud-that Ireland 
ſhall be repreſented by thirty-two peers and 


one bundred n 


But as Ee: e peers oug bi to bear 


9 reaſonable proportion to the number of com- 


moners, and. that of the commoners be deter- 


mined by ſome rule fairly deducible from the 
| Conſtitution, 1 ſhall firſt inquire whether there 
be any ſuch rule, and then whether the num- 


| ber. propoſed: hears a reaſonable; conformity 


to it. 
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1 f a Hoes : i | ITY. FP 
And here give me leave to obſerve, that he 


muſt have taken a very ſuperficial view of our 


Conſtitution, and of its firſt elements, who 
could argue that it is the people, merely as 


ſuch, who,axe repreſented. in Parliament, and 


argued in another place, and I underſtand ub 


great eec ) and further that. chere are certain 


Acts 


that therefore the will of the Parliament ought 
16: be determined, dy.theirs, (for ſo it has been 


1 


ob 


u could have found its way imo an aſſembly 


CS), 
10 f Parliament, 5 ths people are not. 
bound 19 obey, if they do not approve of them z 


a poſitios ſo mouſizous in itſelſ. and fo dangerous 
in point of example, that it is aſtoniſhing how 


of grave legiſlators, whoſe very office it ig, 40 


 preforibe rules of conduct to the people; and 
d which I ſhall not think it neceſary to givo | 


any other anſwer, than merely 10 quote the 
words of Grotius vpon the ſubject z Omnia 

camuelli  nieceſſ ft, i td recipimmo, jus regendi 
fubditum ofſe cor um guilicia ac waluntati, gui re- 
guntur;”—In other words that the whole ma · 


chin of Government muſt be ſhaken to pitces, 
and mankind redured again to a ſtate ef nature, 
if we allow for a moment that dangerous doc- 6 


trine, that the ſupreme power, which bas a 
right to give the law, is liable 10 be controlied 


. the pleaſure of theſe, w boſe duty i I is to 


obey. But there cannot be a. greater miſtake 
khan to ſuppale; that our Conſtitution aroſe out 
of any truſt or compat᷑t between the people aud 
the Parliament; or that the three eſtates of ibe 
realm took thoſe ſtations in the qr; ſyſtem, 


DS I which 


( 2 ) Z | | 
which they occupy" at this day, according to 
any previous concert or agreement: our Conſti- 
tution has the appearance of being ſtruck out 


at a heat, if I may uſe the expreiſion; but it 
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is in fact the offspring of divine wiſdom, acting 
upon human affairs, and by the flow and ſilent 
operation of remote cauſes, producing, almoſt 
+ miraculouſly, harmony out of diſcord and ” 
order out of - confuſion. Nor would I be under · 
ſtood to ſay, that the voice of the people is 
wholly to be diſregarded, becauſe I admit that 
all Governments were framed to ſecure their 
proſperity and happineſs; but what-I contend 
for is, that thoſe only are to be attended to, 
who are by the Conſtitution ſuppoſed to have a 
will of their own: and therefore I will appeal 
from the ery of the giddy multitude” to the 
| ſober and corrected ſenſe of the people: I 
wil appeal from clamour, prejudice and paſ- 
ſion, to the cool ſuggeſtions of reaſon; I will 
appeal from the multitude to the Parliament, 
from the many to the few, becauſe tho the 
many have feeling, it is only the fewthat reflec, 
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FOE My Lords, it is in the biſtory of the ſeudal 
ſyſtem that we muſt look for the origin of ou 
| Conſtitution. '*The Conſtitution of Parliaments 
: in particular, has ſprang out of chat ſyſtem, 
has followed it thro? all its revolutions, aud 
retains even in its preſent form features which 
x ftrongly mark | its deſcent. . | 
The immediate vals of the crown, who 
held of the king 'in cqpite,”—were the firſt 1 
members of Parliament ; and as that ſpecies ö 
of property could not be aliened without the 1 
royal licenſe,” they were for ſome time its ö 
only members; for in the early ages of the 4 
ſeudal world the commons or burgeſſes were ö 
| never heard of; and accordingly it is to the 1 
former and not to the latter UE we owe. Ge 
n * _ var Hberties, ” ft of" 
n : BM; 
f But! it was impoſſible at this ahn rule of | 4 
tenure could refiſt the natural propenfities and ; 
the neceſſities of - mankind; | with the progreſs 5 ; 
of ſociety the affairs of men became compli- ö | 
_  eated; the expenſes of military expeditions, i 
too frequent in thoſe days of chivalry were to ö 


and to create funds for thoſe various purpoſes, 
partitions were made of thoſe eſtates, partly by 


0 1 


be deſrayed ; luxury in time found its way to 
the baronial table; debts were to be ſatisfied, 
younger children were to be advanced i in tile; 


voluntary ſales, and An by en of 


law. 


| But to thoſe e ee 
duty of attending in Parliament was incident; 
and before the trade of Parliament exiſted, this 


duty was conſidered as a burden; and accor- 
dingly we find charters of exemption from 
Parliament were e ſolicited ig b 
rained, 
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4 % 5 . 
But FO bn e ibegal, i grew by 


| degrees into a law, to oblige the great Barons 
only to attend in perſon, and to permit the 
| leſſer to attend by their repreſentatives; a law 
firſt introduced in eaſe of the ſubject, tho 
ſince eee into a moſt huge e 


| 


Of . wt 6 enacted for this d 
we e trace in the Engliſh hiſtory; but 


1 : 


op 


0:54 


happily 1 of Scorland wide the exam 
| ple of ſuch a law; for in the year 1427, 
dit was there provided by flatate, that the 
- fmaller. barons ſhould be excuſed from coming 


wo Parliament, provided they: ſent eommifli- FE 
_ oners from the ſhire. _ . 


Bere den we have the biſtory of the firſt / 
Knights of the ſhire; and as the Engliſh 
fatute law is flent as to their firſt introduction 
into Partiament, ſo it is equally ſilent 28 0 
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4 But the bilory of Scotland again ſtepbts 
in to our aid; for we find that no boroughs 
originally poſſeſſed chis right, but ſuch as held j 
in community that deſcription of property, 0 

to which the duty of parliamentary attendance | 

was a neceſſary incident, as appears from theſe | ] 
e Fe c ſtatutes of Robert ; 

A iel qui. ds. domino e tenent in 1 

can. 15 | i 

| And | 
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kad it ſeems probable that wh; fuck 


boroughs originally poſſeſſed that right in 
| England; and the exiſtence of thoſe burgage- 


tenures, which to this day give a right of ſuf- 
frage in ſome boroug bs in England, in a great 


meaſure confirms this idea. 9 


* * | | f 7 | | : BY 
But it is further probable,” or rathet certain, | 


that i in England this right was not confiued to 
ſuch boroughs alone ; but that i in proceſs "8 


time as commerce increaſed, as new worlds 

were diſcovered, and new ſources of wealth 
laid open, it was communicated to many com- 
munities who poſſeſſed no ſuch property, but 


were enabled by their induſtry and opulence to 


adminiſter to the neceſſities of the Prince, or wr 


contribute to the. common. defence. of the 


Anciently it is well known that the members 
who were thus admitted into Parliament ſat 


together in one Chamber; and in Scotland they 
continued to ſit together till the very period of 
the Union. e 1 
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5 in Parliament, but only the property of the 
| equutry,.. whether that REEL: c 


4-4-6 perſonal wealth, in 
| ar incorporeal franchiſe, . 
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But this is ſo far from. i the 
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s perſon, be could 0 only make one choice. 
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And chk 8 hat Lord Somers "had is in 8 


tempfatiob when he wrote his work called, 
ce Cie Polly,” to prove, that in the biſtory 


of England ſrom the invaſion of Julius Caſar 
to the ain n power has followed property 
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el due neten be he ſtate 
_ 149;ths.grhers and. that, ahoſe; SuQtuaions. have 
_ »produgadiabe events, ont gt which our; Cquſti- | 
rating has grown into its preſent form, and rom 
vieh, tho immediately operatiug to ober 
_ ends, ve deriwe that fixed and ſettled egni- 
librium, of power, which like a; weight, gte 
ccutre of gravity. is ſo equally arr 
fides ths it cannot ingling ton os 
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ſpeflive: egparts. of produce and manpfaRture 
— e—oans) audivalued bythe gurtelt 
prices; the reſult wile in the prapotrion o 
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| for Great Britain, 4 


gerling for Ireland. Thas i [appears that 
thoſe: different eſtimates; vary between ade pro: | 
portion: of fre and one gulf to one, and he 
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mous, to whoſe! province ir ſegms peculiarly = 
io belong have alteady determined u to be 


the:: proportion accarding to which each 


country ought” to contribute to the common 
ſapport of the empire. A eee eee 


ihat ueeording to the rule, which I have ſhown 
and which has been obſerved by other nations 
in ſormiog treaties of Union, the number of 
tepreſematives for Ireland ought to be to ih 
number of c repteſentatives for Great Britaim 
108 which (rejecting ſrafions): would 
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contraty to my notions of the Conſtitution, 
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de the ſubject of "repreſentation, yet [ am 
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ought! tor; bengiven noti ſon the groſs: but only: 
eee 
And comparing the number of artiſt manu | 


facturers ani labourers in Great Britain, (whoſe 


anch adds to! the wealth of the community) 


| and; excopting; from the oalenlation all, idle 
ſtrollers, vagabonds and beggare, with which 


Treland unfortunately ſwarms; and we ſhall 

perhaps find hat tho the grofs population be 
_ edmmonly::eftimated as ten millions too t hres 
and half, yer the productive population will 


be nearly as eight to two; andꝭ if I am right in 


this conjecture, (for not being very converſaut 
in political arithmetic, I offen it only as a con- 


jecture, ) then/it will appear that 558 will be to 
100 nearly in a compound ratio of the wealth, 
and productive population of the one country, 
to the wealth and productive canplacion of: the, 
other. Nor if the: number of repreſentatives 
for Ireland, ell ſhort, of Wem 4 1 
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the advantages : which #4 Union is Nkely 10 


produce. Inô the Parliament of Great Britain 
the number of members: for , the county of 
-Eoriwall/is: within: ohe of the number for the 
hole of Scotland, which contains many conn- 


ies, and twenty more than for the principality | 
of Wales, which contains twelve counties and 


in Ireland the number of members for the county 


of Cork is wirhin four of tbe pumber for the 


whole province of Connaught; aud Vet we do 


not findt hat either Scotland, Wales, or Con- 


naught have ever complained, or had reaſon to 
complain; of the diſproportion; and: Why ? 


- becauſe in the Britiſh Parliament the intereſts of 


Scotland and Wales are ideritified wirh:thoſe:of 
England; and in the Iriſh Parliament the in- 


- tereſts'vf Connaught are the ſame wich thoſe of 


Cork. And che caſe will be the ſame when the 
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:twoccountries ſhall be united into one; body; 
becauſe the intereſt. of the (wholeos but an 


aggregate of the intereſts of its ſeveral parts. 
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But tho we have a rule toaſcertsin' what is 
a competent number of commoners to repteſent 


be kingdom, it is not ſo eaſy to determine by 
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any rule known to the Conſtitution what ought - 
io be the number of its peers. Anciently; Lord 
Coke tells us, a knight's fee conſiſted of land 
of the annual value of £20; thirteen and one- 
d ird of thele fees went to make a barony, 20 an 
„eearldom, about 27 a | marquilae, and 400 a 
uke, n cr ed d bo 
„ FFP 
But ſince the peerage has ceaſed to be terrĩ- 
torial, and is become merely honorary, (if we 
except the biſtiops, who ſlill ſit per burmiam,) 
ve can no longer look to property in that body, 
but to the pleaſure of the prince, which. being 
: wholly arbitrary; can furniſhno certain ſtand- 
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ob} 4 hug ain therefore that the 
bs e ee, as at preſent arranged, furniſhes 


no rule of that kind; but the biſtory of 


the Union with Scotland has happily fug- 
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_ geſted, one; for the authors of - that + treaty | 
thought that the number of peers ought to 


be ner the eee nearly as one to 


F , k 
(- 19; ) . 


And in rbis article of the Iriſh Union, we 
find that rule has been obſer ved, tho? not 
exactly, yet in a reaſonable degree; and where 
it is departed from, the deviation is on the. 
popular fide. - And conſidering the number of 
Iriſn Noblemen, who have alſo ſeats in the 
Britiſh houſe of peers, (about 40, excluſive ol 
thoſe , whoſe titles are merely  houorary,) it 


| makes amends, and more than amends, for the 5 


diſproportion, if any. It is double the number 


of the repreſentatives of the peerage of Scot- 
land, and (what is very remarkable, tho perhaps, 
not adverted to by the framers of this Ac) | 
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one for erg an in Ireland. a 
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time of the Scotch Union the number of peers 
of that kingdom was about 144, which divided 


by 16, makes the quotient 9; but if we divide 
217, the number of the Iriſh peers, excluſive of 


Archbiſhops and Biſhops, by 28, the quotient 

will be ſeven three-fourths ; and if again we 
take from 217, forty who are alſo peers of Great 
Britain, the number will be reduced to 17% 


Which divided by 28, gives only 6 and a frace | 
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a Wit keelaad will ſend tothe Taiperial 
Parliament nearly a ſixth of ber temporal 


| peerage'ts repreſem the whole, whereas Scot! int; | 


of whoſe peers there were only four ot five in 
the Engliſh houfe at 1 90 time of the Union, 
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Ae b the landed intereſt of Ireland wilt” 
be repreſented! in the Parliament of the Union 


By two commoners and one peer for every 


county in the Kingübm; 1 nutber of whit are 


Called rurten boroughs will be Aisfranchifed, and 
khoſe obly repreſeuted, Which enjoy a conſide- 


table ſhare of commerce, aud whoſe conſtitu- 


ſions are, for the moſt part, ſree; a reform of 
© which the noble Earl who ſpoke laſbiwill bandiy 
complain, ſince he propoſes that Great Britain 
mould alſo! disfradchiſe a certain number of 

| Toons Dat but to this propoſal there are 


ions; one that if the premiſes which 
F have laid down are right, Great Britain has 
only her juſt proportion of repreſentatives at | 
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Thus far, my Lords; L have confned myſelf! 
to the: diſeuſſion of the article immediately: 

under confiderition; bui as I have nut tranbled 

pour Lordſhips this ſeſſion upon the ſubhecti af) | 

Union tin: general, ſhall entreat -your-indull; 
gence for a ſe minutes, while: I endea vou rota” 

give an anfwer to ſome: of: the popular objec- 
tions whach- are commonly. urged: NE 

meaſure. drdoto tibet s n ne 65 
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Great ireſs has been laid upon the recovery 


of our rights in the memorable Kral of 1532. - 
It is the boaſt," the pride) the pleaſure. of my 
tife, that J aflifted in forming that e e pag 


jp But the great value of that arrangemen nt/1s; that 


it puts us on a proud ſoqting ha | 
dependence, and enables us to ſuy, upen what 


terms we are willing to unite; whereas if 2that 
event had not-taken place, we muſt, perbaps, 


before now, have yielded to an Union of fub- 


jection, not an Union of equality. It was 
rhem declarecꝭ that no power on earth was com- 
petent to make las of force to bind this 

country, but the King,” Lords and Comimens 
of Ireland. And it was ſo truhj declared 
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- plied; which was the legiſlative inde 
of Ireland. The independence of our legiſatare 
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Eines we called upbn to give up that . 

no! but we ate called upon to perpetuate it oy. 
Union; not to annihilate our liberties, but 
to render them immortal, by placing a 


 theſame broad baſe with thoſe of Great Britain. 


The very propoſition of an Union for our de- 
liberation is a recognition of our right; for if 


any ochen porie; lack bron conſidered as compe- 


tent to bind us, we ſhould, Oy" have 


never been reſorted . 
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. was” : final and cone luſive. And. ſo I admit 


it to be as to the onlyiſubject to Which it ap- | 


was then finally | eſtabliſhed, and has never 
. been aha FO, of! r | 
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But e the arts in that arrangement, 
which forbids an Union between the two 
Countries? It decides the only queſtion, then g 
In controverſy: between them, and thereby 


impedes not, but rather facilitates an Union; 


juſt as: che evnmnioduienio]: private diffe- 
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rence between tub individuals often" as 
the” ſomndütien "for 4 Hiſting' frienditip wi on 
future. 518400 701, us 8 70 LEA L9G | 
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boat nd teins kbar che ine peiigette 
of Treland was not placed on à firmer bas 
| in 1782 than that on which the independence | 
of Scotland ſtood: in 00h. The only die- 
rence betur ten the two caſes;:ch8g: that Ireland | : 
newly. recovered) in TVS 2, - what Scotland bad 
enjoyed for ages beſörd 47 ond herefore | 
abe iodepcodeneg ef Seatlaud!1 might 1 uh ; 
more! reaſpn)-beye been  obje@ed ag a- Har 10 
ber Union with Englaydsi And accordingiy 
tbe .objathen, yas made by the patriots; of 
rhoſe ties ; hut dhe Sate h were to Wiſe 
0 give way to it. oft, IT OIL} 
» IS MUG tg wn . aw nc 
„ I- bare heard il afferted at  anvathof 
5 nich wilboantibilate/)thes Parliament of 
Ireland! And 1 admit that it will aunth 5 
inte it indonenſenſe of tbegword. It it 
annihilale i 40 4 diſlinkt Parliament; zandin | 
Hike mouner: will f it annihilate the Parliament 
of i n not ee 


\ 
1 


98 24 We 
| reedſectorexiſt;-/ſorivut of the zwo will Guin 


1 thiift,. neither Britin nor dejſhy but com- 
pounded of both, and for that reaſon; more 
competent than either, to promote and ſecure 
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regents, gue non fader, a, es  duntgxat 90 re- | 
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guntur.  Gratjus de ure belli & 'pacis.—Lib. 1 1, 


C.9. 79. And the fame may be fald of two 


kingdoms, if they bappen to be connected, not 
a by a fœderal alliance, not by the tye only of 
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being fubjedt | to one common Sovereign, (the 
| very relation which "fubfiils "at pteſent be. 
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formed, and mankind _ have remained in 
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a ſtate of nature to this hour. 5 be firſt two 
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men, he united for | mutual defence againſt 
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the beaſts of the foreſt, vol" never have 
done o, if they had liſtened to the ſuggel : 


tions or pride, but would have nobly leſt 


their lives expoſed - to preſetve their indes- 
pendenee. The frft two families who formed | 
themſelves i into one "Wong ; the firſt two or 
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three ſocieties who formed TEND lves into one 
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nation, might with equal reaſon have ſpurned 


the idea of 1 uniting, | ' ſince. it ſeems diſtiodt | 
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What w was the condition oft this vunery when 


divided into petty: priucigalicies ? If we look | 
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8 into our. biſtory, we ſhall there. find the pride 
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of independince) painted in Rs Arougeſt colours. 


The character of thoſe times cannot be better 
m_ than in the laconic correſpondence of 
two Chicfains:—the © one writes to the other, 


| feet Send me my tribute,” or if you dont" —< 


and the other with | cqual | brevity "and f poke 
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returns for anſwer, 4 I oe Fig 0 tribute,” 


and W.1. did“ ——they chen went to cutting 
the throats of each other, vatil the extirpa: 
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tion of one or r both pur, am end to the quariel. 5 
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and ſuch fruits did this nation continue to 


reap, until exbauſted by inceſſant difſcnſions, 


and furfeited with blood, they agreed to 


8 ſubmit to the diſeipline of Engliſh laws, and | 
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boſoms; they. -renounced, their allegiance to 
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. common ſovereign; and one Ora 5 5 28 1 
bited ſcenes of r apine and bloodthed \ which - 1 
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are a diſgrace to, | buman nature. Nor were 
the W colpuiſt, 0 at Yoon, 2.2 much 


Parliaments, fitting at the fame time, and each "yy 1 | 
. attainting and confiſcating the eſtates K. the 5 
otber. And in this ſtate of anarchy and conf. © 4 
ſion did things. continue, with little or no il. i „ 
dberupfion, until the nation was once more 0 
| united under J ames "the firſt, wg y be ? | | 
conſidered , 4s the lawgifer of Treland; ne 1 
: from » whoſe itte . mut date lle commè tec. | 
ment of ; a government regularly organized, and . | | 
of Parliaments ſolemnly bolden. C2 eee | 
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